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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Transport Planning Associates (TPA) is working on behalf of Ashfield Land Ltd in order to 
address the transportation aspects of a proposed Strategic Rail Freight Interchange (SRFI), 
known as Rail Central. The site is located to the south of Milton Malsor, to the north of the 
West Coast Main Line (railway line), to the west of the Northampton Loop (railway line) and 
to the east of the A43 trunk road. The M1 Motorway is located around two kilometres to the 
north. 

1.2 The site is considered to be optimally located next to rail and trunk road infrastructure. The 
proposed SRFI will be progressed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 
and as such an application for the scheme will be taken through the Development Consent 
Order (DCO) process.  

1.3 This technical note forms part of a four stage transport model which can be summarised as 
follows: 

(i) Stage 1: Trip Attraction;

(ii) Stage 2: Trip Distribution;

(iii) Stage 3: Mode Choice; and

(iv) Stage 4: Route Assignment.

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

This technical note forecasts person trip attraction (excluding HGVs) associated with ancillary 
uses in the site (i.e. other than the proposed warehousing and intermodal terminal). It includes 
an assessment of the person trip attraction associated with the train maintenance depot.  

Accommodation Schedule 

The development masterplan is not fixed at this stage. Therefore, it is considered reasonable 
for a total of 687,483 sq.m (7.4M sq.ft) Gross Internal Area (GIA) of high bay warehousing 
with ancillary offices to be applied as a robust assessment. This is the largest quantum of 
development that is anticipated at the site.  

The Architect has advised that the GIA of the proposed scheme equates to 98% of Gross 
External Area (GEA). The proposals therefore equate to up to 701,513sq.m GEA of high bay 
warehousing. 
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2 TRAIN MAINTENANCE DEPOT 

2.1 As part of the scheme, it is proposed that a Train Maintenance Depot (TMD) will be included 
adjacent to the intermodal terminal. This will provide a dedicated area where trains can be 
serviced and maintained. As such, there will be a number of employees at the site associated 
with this which have not previously been accounted for. 

2.2 In order to determine the level of trip attraction associated with the TMD, an assessment of 
similar facilities elsewhere has been carried out. Specifically, the DB Cargo Toton 
maintenance depot has been used. DB Cargo Toton is the largest dedicated, single-site 
Traction Maintenance Depot operated by any of the licensed rail freight operating companies 
(FOCs), with other FOCs tending to subcontract and/or have more dispersed TMD facilities. 
It is therefore considered appropriate to provide a direct comparison to the proposed TMD, as 
it is the largest facility likely to be required at Rail Central and therefore provides a worst case 
assessment. 

2.3 There are currently approximately 290 employees at the DB Cargo Toton maintenance depot 
operating a three shift pattern of 0600-1400, 1400-2200 and 2200-0600. Staff are split 
approximately equally across the three shifts (i.e 97 per shift), which therefore accounts for 
97 person arrivals prior to each shift start time, and 97 person departures following each shift 
end time.  

2.4 It is considered reasonable to assume that all employees would arrive during the hour before 
the shift start time and depart within the hour following the shift end time. There would 
therefore be no impact during the typical peak hours of the local highway network (0800-0900 
and 1700-1800).  

  




